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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to Amendment A, filed 09/13/2004. 

Claims 1,3,5,7,9,11, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, and 32 are pending in this application. 
Claims 1,3,7, 9, 22, 24, 28, and 30 are independent claims. In the Amendment A, 
Claims 13-21 and 34-42 were canceled. This action is made Final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 , 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1 , 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, and 32 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Takiguchi (EP000717346A2) further in view 
of Baker(US006002401A). 

As per independent claim 1 , Takiguchi teaches an information providing 
apparatus for providing a desired information screen by making selection from icons 
respectively assigned to information screens, comprising: operation information input 
means inputted with operation information based on selection operation (page 19, lines 
9-20); and switching means for switching a menu screen on which the icons are 
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arranged, to an information screen of a selected one of the icons, with a predetermined 
transit screen inserted there between, in response to the operation information (page 
19, lines 9-20), characterized in that the switching means gradually enlarges the 
selected icon on the transit screen, to zoom in on the icon (page 19, lines 9-20). 
Takiguchi does not disclose that the switching means gradually fades display of the 
selected icon on the transit screen to switch this display to display of the information 
screen. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the selected 
icon on the transit screen to switch this display to display of the information screen 
(column 10, lines 23-41 , navigating a hierarchy using animated icons, and column 51 , 
Appendix C, /^Remove to */, animation may include fading of an icon). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teachings of Takiguchi with a means to gradually fade display of a selected 
icon on a transit screen, as taught by Baker, with the motivation to provide an animated 
interface for the user (column 9, lines 40-41 ). 

As per independent claim 3, Takiguchi teaches an information providing 
apparatus for providing a desired information screen by making selection from icons 
respectively assigned to information screens (page 19, lines 9-20), characterized in that 
the icons are group icons respectively assigned to groups each grouping a plurality of 
information screens (page 19, lines 9-20, icons represent hierarchical layers that 
contain groups of icons), the information providing apparatus comprises operation 
information input means inputted with operation information based on selection 
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operation (page 19, lines 9-20), and switching means for switching a menu screen in an 
upper layer on which the group icons are arranged, to a first menu screen in a layer 
lower than a selected group icon (page 19, lines 9-20), with a predetermined first transit 
screen inserted there between, and the switching means gradually enlarges the 
selected group icon on the first transit screen, to zoom in onto the group icon (page 19, 
lines 9-20). Takiguchi does not disclose that the switching means gradually fades 
display of the selected icon onto which the display is zooming in, on the transit screen, 
to switch the display to display of the first menu screen in the lower layer. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the selected 
icon on the transit screen to switch this display to display of the information screen 
(column 10, lines 23-41 , navigating a hierarchy that uses animated icons, and column 
51 , Appendix C, /^Remove to */, animation may include fading of an icon). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Takiguchi with a means to gradually fade display of a 
selected icon on a transit screen, as taught by Baker, with the motivation to provide an 
animated interface for the user (column 9, lines 40-41). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 3, the combination of Takiguchi and 
Baker teach that the group icon in the lower layer has a second menu screen in a much 
lower layer, on which group icons are further arranged (page 19, lines 9-20, directory E 
is a much lower level), and the switching means switches the first menu screen in the 
lower layer on which the group icons are arranged, to the second menu screen in the 
lower layer of the selected group icon (page 19, lines 9-20), with a predetermined 
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second transit screen inserted there between, in response to the operation information, 
gradually enlarges the selected group icon on the transit screen to zoom in on the group 
icon (page 19, lines 9-20). Takiguchi does not disclose that the switching means 
gradually fades display of the group icon onto which the display is zooming in, on the 
second transit screen, to switch the display to display of the second menu screen in the 
lower layer. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the group icon 
onto which the display is zooming in, on the second transit screen, to switch the display 
to display of the second menu screen in the lower layer (column 1 0, lines 23-41 , 
navigating a hierarchy that uses animated icons, and column 51 , Appendix C, /*Remove 
to 7, animation may include fading of an icon). 

As per independent claim 7, Takiguchi teaches an information providing 
apparatus for providing a desired information screen by making selection from icons 
respectively assigned to information screens (page 19, lines 9-20), comprising: 
operation information input means inputted with operation information based on 
selection operation (page 19, lines 9-20); and switching means for switching the 
information screen to a menu screen on which the icons are arranged (page 19, lines 9- 
20), with a predetermined transit screen inserted there between, in response to the 
operation information (page 19, lines 9-20), characterized in that the switching means 
gradually minifies enlarged display of an icon corresponding to the information screen, 
to zoom out onto the menu screen from display which has zoomed in on the icon (page 
19, lines 24-30). Takiguchi does not disclose that the switching means gradually fades 
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display of the information screen to switch the display of the information screen to 
display of a corresponding icon. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the 
information screen to switch the display of the information screen to display of a 
corresponding icon (column 10, lines 23-41, navigating a hierarchy that uses animated 
icons, and column 51 , Appendix C, /*Remove to 7, animation may include fading of an 
icon). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Takiguchi with a means to gradually fade 
display of an information screen when switching display of information to a 
corresponding icon, as taught by Baker, with the motivation to provide an animated 
interface for the user (column 9, lines 40-41 ). 

As per independent claim 9, Takiguchi teaches an information providing 
apparatus for providing a desired information screen by making selection from icons 
respectively assigned to information screens (page 19, lines 9-20), characterized in that 
the icons are group icons respectively assigned to groups each grouping a plurality of 
information screens (page 19, lines 9-20, icons represent hierarchical layers that 
contain groups of icons), the information providing apparatus comprises operation 
information input means inputted with operation information based on selection 
operation (page 19, lines 24-30), and switching means for switching a menu screen in a 
lower layer on which the group icons are arranged, to a first menu screen in a layer 
upper than the selected group icon (page 19, lines 24-30), with a predetermined first 
transit screen inserted there between, and the switching means gradually minifies a 
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group icon corresponding to a menu in the lower layer, to zoom out from the group icon 
(page 19, lines 24-30). Takiguchi does not disclose that the switching means gradually 
fades display of the menu screen in the lower layer, to switch the display of the menu 
screen in the lower layer to display of the group icon corresponding to the menu screen 
in the lower layer. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the menu 
screen in the lower layer, to switch the display of the menu screen in the lower layer to 
display of the group icon corresponding to the menu screen in the lower layer (column 
10, lines 23-41 , navigating a hierarchy that uses animated icons, and column 51 , 
Appendix C, /^Remove to */, animation may include fading of an icon). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teachings of Takiguchi with a means to gradually fade display of the menu 
screen in the lower layer, as taught by Baker, with the motivation to provide an 
animated interface for the user (column 9, lines 40-41 ). 

As per claim 1 1 , which is dependent on claim 9, Takiguchi teaches that the group 
icon in the upper layer has a second menu screen in a much upper layer, on which 
group icons are further arranged (page 19, lines 9-30), and the switching means 
switches the first menu screen in the upper layer, on which the group icons are 
arranged, to the second menu screen in the upper layer of a selected group icon (page 
19, lines 9-30), with a predetermined second transit screen inserted there between, in 
response to the operation information, gradually minifies the selected group icon on the 
transit screen to zoom out from the group icon (page 19, lines 9-30). Takiguchi does 



Application/Control Number: 09/601 ,255 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2174 

not disclose that the switching means gradually fades display of the first menu screen to 
switch the first menu screen to a corresponding second menu screen. 

Baker teaches that the switching means gradually fades display of the first menu 
screen to switch the first menu screen to a corresponding second menu screen (column 

10, lines 23-41 , navigating a hierarchy that uses animated icons, and column 51 , 
Appendix C, /"Remove to */, animation may include fading of an icon). 

Claims 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, and 32 are similar in scope to claims 1,3,5, 7, 9, and 

1 1 , respectively, and are therefore rejected under similar rationale. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 09/13/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues: 

(a) . Takiguchi does not disclose a transit screen. 

(b) . Takiguchi does not disclose gradual enlargement of the icons. 

(c) . Baker does not teach gradually fading. 

(d) . Baker and Takiguchi do not teach using a transit screen to switch the 
display to the information screen corresponding to the next layer. 
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In regards to argument (a), Takiguchi teaches "the display is duly zoomed in" 
(Page 19, Line 15, and Figures 21 and 22). This gradual zooming in process could be 
interpreted to be the transit screen that is shown when the icon is zoomed in on. 

In regards to argument (b), Takiguchi teaches "the display is duly zoomed in." 

In regards to argument (c), the Baker teaches fading. Fading is defined by 
Merriam-Webster's Online dictionary as "to change gradually in loudness, strength, or 
visibility used of a motion-picture image or of an electronics signal and usually with in 
or out/ 1 Fading by definition is gradual. Therefore since Baker teaches fading, he has 
to teach gradual fading. 

In regards to argument (d), Takiguchi teaches using a transit screen to switch the 
display to the information screen corresponding to the next layer. This can be seen in 
figures 20, 21, and 22. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (571) 272-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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